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Abstract
Introduction. This study is devoted to the peculiarities of global digital signs` functioning in the culture of young people in 
the Black Sea region (the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea) in conditions of glocalization. The interaction 
of global and local cultural forms through the prism of glocalization and the high activity of young people in the digital 
environment made it possible to identify features of global digital signs` functioning in the semiotic culture of young people in 
the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea. Young people in the Black Sea region are actively adapting global digital 
signs to local cultural contexts, forming unique semiotic patterns that reflect localization processes in the digital environment.
Materials and Methods. Semiotic approach and empirical data on the digital activity of young people were used (Rosstat 
statistics, data from Levada-сenter, regional research). The methodology combines analysis of the digital environment, 
glocalization processes and identification of ways to adapt global signs to local cultural contexts.
Results. The results of the study show that the digital environment in the Black Sea region functions not just as a set of 
technologies but as a space for the formation and transformation of sign systems that reflect social and cultural changes. 
The analysis of the digital activity of young people in the Krasnodar Territory and Crimea revealed differences in media 
preferences and communication patterns, which forms unique local codes and symbolic practices. The application of 
glocalization and semiotic approach allows linking global processes with local cultural practices, revealing the relationship 
between digital technologies, youth culture and global semiotic dynamics.
Discussion and Conclusion. The study shows that the digital environment of the youth of the Black Sea region forms 
unique local interpretations of global signs, influencing value guidelines, behavioral models and regional identity. The 
results of the work open up prospects for further study of the processes of glocalization and transformation of cultural 
practices of young people in the context of digital communication.
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Аннотация
Введение. Данное исследование посвящено особенностям функционирования глобальных цифровых знаков в 
культуре молодежи Черноморского региона (Краснодарский край и Республика Крым) в условиях глокализации. 
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Взаимодействие глобальных и локальных культурных форм через призму глокализации и высокая активность 
молодежи в цифровой среде позволили выявить особенности функционирования глобальных цифровых знаков в 
семиотической культуре молодежи Краснодарского края и Республики Крым. Молодежь Черноморского региона 
активно адаптирует глобальные цифровые знаки под локальные культурные контексты, формируя уникальные 
семиотические паттерны, отражающие процессы локализации в цифровой среде.
Материалы и методы. Использован семиотический подход и эмпирические данные о цифровой активности 
молодежи (статистика Росстата, данные Центра «Левада», региональные исследования). Методология сочетает 
анализ цифровой среды, процессы глокализации и выявление способов адаптации глобальных знаков к локаль-
ным культурным контекстам.
Результаты исследования. Результаты исследования показывают, что цифровая среда в Черноморском регионе 
функционирует не просто как набор технологий, а как пространство формирования и трансформации знаковых 
систем, отражающих социальные и культурные изменения. Анализ цифровой активности молодежи Краснодар-
ского края и Крыма выявил различия в медиапредпочтениях и паттернах коммуникации, что формирует уникаль-
ные локальные коды и символические практики. Применение глокализации и семиотического подхода позволяет 
связать глобальные процессы с локальными культурными практиками, раскрывая взаимосвязь между цифровыми 
технологиями, молодежной культурой и глобальной семиотической динамикой.
Обсуждение и заключение. Исследование показывает, что цифровая среда молодежи Черноморского региона фор-
мирует уникальные локальные интерпретации глобальных знаков, влияя на ценностные ориентиры, поведенческие 
модели и региональную идентичность. Результаты работы открывают перспективы для дальнейшего изучения про-
цессов глокализации и трансформации культурных практик молодежи в условиях цифровой коммуникации.

Ключевые слова: глобальные цифровые знаки, семиотическая культура, молодежь Черноморского региона, гло-
кализация, цифровая среда, локальная идентичность

Для цитирования. Петрова Ю.А. Глобальные цифровые знаки и семиотическая культура молодежи Черно-
морского региона в условиях глокализации. Научный альманах стран Причерноморья. 2026;12(2):29–33. 
https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-1143-2026-12-2-29-33

Introduction. In the context of globalization, digital communication forms new sign systems of youth culture. It is 
especially interesting to trace how global symbols are transformed in the regional context of the Black Sea. Semiotics is 
not just about studying materials regardless of human involvement. It deals with meaning, and whenever meaning comes 
into play, reason is involved [1, p. 13]. According to this point of view, the identity of everything that exists in the world 
is understood from a human point of view. Signs are formed and perceived in consciousness, and the world consists of 
things and concepts that people see, know or understand by them.

From this point of view, the world is a code consisting of signs and rules. Signs are all “things” and “concepts” that 
people know or use. Rules explain functions, position, and meaning of signs, and determine their relationship to other 
signs. This part of the study is aimed at identifying changes related to globalization, based on the wording “peace is a 
code”. It does not consider the causes and tools of globalization, such as the growth of international trade or technological 
innovation but the final results of these processes.

In the general scientific sense, semiotics includes “language units of value-semantic categories of culture”, i. e. a 
system of significant signs of the youth subculture [2, p. 160]. The consideration is carried out on the example of the 
language of digital culture. Traits, skills and behavior of young people are determined based on cognitive processes and 
sign-symbolic systems. The sign system has become a tool that allows young people to function both online and offline.

The relevance of the study is determined by the fact that the Black Sea region is characterized by high digital 
involvement of young people, intensive migration and transformation of local cultural practices under the influence of 
global digital signs.

The purpose of the study is to identify features of global digital signs` functioning in the semiotic culture of young 
people in the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea in conditions of glocalization. The youth of the Black Sea 
region of the Russian Federation is considered as an object of the study. The subject of the study is sign systems and 
communicative practices of the digital environment that form the semiotic culture of youth.

The scientific novelty of the study is to consider the digital communication of the youth of the region through the prism 
of global semiotics and analyze the relationship between global information processes and local cultural environment.

Materials and Methods. The study of youth culture allows us to consider the digital environment not just as a set of 
technologies but as a space in which sign systems are formed and transformed. Youth actively interact with internet memes, 
messaging formats, videos, and face-to-face communication, creating and interpreting shared texts of communicative 
practice, reflecting both everyday exchanges and cultural patterns of digital interaction.
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The application of semiotics requires an appeal to cognitive and social aspects, since signs exist not only in material 
form but also as constructions in the minds of communication participants. In the study, this manifests itself through 
analyzing how young people perceive, use and transform digital symbols in their daily practice, and through identifying 
patterns in their cognitive and behavioral patterns.

The analysis includes the study of the frequency of the Internet use, the activity in social networks and instant 
messengers, as well as the involvement of young people in multimedia and interactive formats. The deterministic aspect of 
the study takes into account the conditions created by technological environments and their impact on the communication 
behavior of young people. The analysis is carried out in the context of local cultural features of the Krasnodar Territory 
and the Republic of Crimea, which makes it possible to identify unique patterns of digital symbols`s use and sense-
making practices.

Thus, the research methodology combines semiotic analysis with reliance on the empirical Russian data and the study 
of the digital environment. Data on the demographic structure of the region are provided by the Federal State Statistics 
Service [3], and studies of digital activity and media preferences are based on regional empirical studies [4, 5]. This 
creates a comprehensive understanding of how global signs adapt to local conditions and how young people use digital 
technologies to express their individual and regional identities.

Results. This work is aimed at studying globalization in the research of youth culture, which makes it possible to 
consider the digital environment not just as a set of technologies but as a space in which sign systems are formed and 
transformed, which makes it possible to better study social and cultural transformations in the Black Sea region.

The figure shows digital activity and media preferences of youth in the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of 
Crimea according to Rosstat [3] and Levada-center [6].

Fig. 1. Digital activity and media preferences of youth in the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea

This figure was created by the author using AI. The image reflects Internet culture as an integrated part of modern 
culture, where interfaces, algorithms and platforms become carriers of diversity, inclusiveness and general accessibility 
in the context of local cultural features of the Black Sea region territories. Analysis of the data showed that the youth of 
Krasnodar mainly use social networks to exchange multimedia content, while the youth of Crimea demonstrate more 
active involvement in online communities and gaming platforms, forming unique patterns of digital communication.

Semiotic analysis shows that the youth of Krasnodar and Crimea actively interpret and integrate global digital signs into 
everyday communication, forming their own local codes and symbolic patterns. The processes of localized globalization 
in the study are defined as consisting of “globalization in terms of form and localization in terms of content” [7]. Our 
study does not aim to summarize the main global processes. Globalization in terms of form is substantially simpler 
than glocalization in terms of content. For an object or concept to be glocalized in terms of form, it is necessary that 
they become visible to people around the world. Then people might want to import, produce or use them. Seeing 
other parts of the world and importing things and concepts are two characteristics of our global world today. Changes 
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caused by globalization are reflected at cognitive and behavioral levels, affecting the perception and use of signs, which 
are regulated by rules in social and cultural practice [8], [9].

Therefore, glocalization and semiotic approach allow the integration of digital technology analysis and social practices, 
revealing the interconnection between sign systems, youth culture and global processes through the lens of the digital world.

Discussion and Conclusion. The nature of the world in terms of semiotics is very different from the nature of the 
world of physics or chemistry. When the world is defined as a sequence of signs, both objects and concepts should be taken 
into account. The signs that form the world are both observable symbols and/or signs and symbols and/or signs formed in 
the mind. Changes in the world defined in terms of intellectual audience can be both cognitive and/or behavioral. In other 
words, existing objects and concepts in society that can be studied from two perspectives.

Cognitive level is related to what people think, know or understand. Based on the above, the world can be considered 
as a complex combination of perceptions and behaviors regarding various objects and concepts. Therefore, any changes 
taking place in the world (including changes caused by globalization) will necessarily be associated with changes in 
these factors. Internet culture is described as an internal part of culture connected with search engine technologies or as 
an interface part with its characteristic diversity [10]. In order to analyze the problem, which was identified by a random 
audience that formed on a voluntary basis through the Internet, which provided both data for research and became a tool 
for quantitative analysis based on a social survey. The deterministic approach of the study of youth culture in the digital 
environment made it possible to omit the conditions, both created by technology and through which they work.

According to this point of view, changes in any part of the world can be caused by the following rule changes associated 
with these signs. The way we use things, the way we think about different concepts, and the way things and concepts 
are understood or perceived in connection with other signs, are constantly changing. Every person on the planet shares 
cultural products with symbols recognizable everywhere. The speed and intensity of the global network, interconnection 
and integration over the past twenty years has sparked a major debate about cultural and social implications. The current 
trend of globalization goes much further than just the relationship between national economies and global markets. Indeed, 
globalization of production, largely through inter-firm trade, is widespread and deeply entrenched. In addition, this process at 
its current stage is both cultural and semiotic, which has important social aspects for further study of this issue.

The theoretical approach combines signs` analysis with the study of social and cultural practices of young people. 
This allows us to show how digital technologies form communication patterns, influence value orientations and behavior 
patterns, and contribute to the development of regional identity. Internet culture is seen as an integrated part of modern 
culture, where interfaces, algorithms, and platforms become carriers of diversity, inclusion, and general accessibility.

The article includes empirical data and literature analysis on the topic of research on youth practices, globalization, 
glocalization, digital engagement and media preferences of young people. This study is aimed at studying the semiotic 
significance of globalization in the context of globalization, where digital communication forms new sign systems of 
youth Internet culture. Global symbols, that are transformed in the regional context of the Black Sea, in the Krasnodar 
Territory and the Republic of Crimea, are of particular interest. 

Models of digital communication and media preferences reflect precisely those features of global signs` functioning, 
which were the purpose of the study, opening up opportunities for further study of glocalization, transformation of values 
and methods of interpreting global digital signs in the local context using the example of the Black Sea regions.
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