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Abstract

Introduction. This study is devoted to the peculiarities of global digital signs’ functioning in the culture of young people in
the Black Sea region (the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea) in conditions of glocalization. The interaction
of global and local cultural forms through the prism of glocalization and the high activity of young people in the digital
environment made it possible to identify features of global digital signs" functioning in the semiotic culture of young people in
the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea. Young people in the Black Sea region are actively adapting global digital
signs to local cultural contexts, forming unique semiotic patterns that reflect localization processes in the digital environment.
Materials and Methods. Semiotic approach and empirical data on the digital activity of young people were used (Rosstat
statistics, data from Levada-center, regional research). The methodology combines analysis of the digital environment,
glocalization processes and identification of ways to adapt global signs to local cultural contexts.

Results. The results of the study show that the digital environment in the Black Sea region functions not just as a set of
technologies but as a space for the formation and transformation of sign systems that reflect social and cultural changes.
The analysis of the digital activity of young people in the Krasnodar Territory and Crimea revealed differences in media
preferences and communication patterns, which forms unique local codes and symbolic practices. The application of
glocalization and semiotic approach allows linking global processes with local cultural practices, revealing the relationship
between digital technologies, youth culture and global semiotic dynamics.

Discussion and Conclusion. The study shows that the digital environment of the youth of the Black Sea region forms
unique local interpretations of global signs, influencing value guidelines, behavioral models and regional identity. The
results of the work open up prospects for further study of the processes of glocalization and transformation of cultural
practices of young people in the context of digital communication.
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B3anmopeiicTBie rmoOanbHBIX U JIOKATBHBIX KyIBTYPHBIX ()OPM Hepe3 MpHU3My DIOKAIM3ALUH U BBICOKAas aKTHBHOCTh
MOJIOAEKH B MU(PPOBON CpeJie TTO3BOIIMIIN BEISIBUTE 0COOCHHOCTH ()YHKIMOHUPOBAHHS TI00aTBHBIX III(POBHIX 3HAKOB B
CEeMHOTHYECKOH KyJIbType Mostonesku KpacHomapcekoro kpas u Pecrryonuku Kpeim. Monoznexs YepHOMOpPCKOTO pernona
aKTHBHO aJlallTUPYeT IobasibHble MU(PPOBBIE 3HAKH MO/ JIOKAJIbHBIE KYJIBTYpPHbIE KOHTEKCTHI, ()OPMHUPYSI YHHKAIbHBIC
CEeMUOTHYECKHE TIATTEPHBI, OTPAXKAIOLIHME TIPOLECCHI JIOKaIM3aluK B IU(POBOI cpeze.

Mamepuanst u memoowst. Vicionb3oBaH CEMHOTHYECKUI TOIXOA U AMIIUPUYECKUE JTaHHbIE O HU(POBOH aKTUBHOCTU
Moroaexu (craructuka Poccrara, nannsie Llentpa «JleBama», pernoHaigbpHbIE UCCIEIOBaHMSA). MeTOIONOTHS codeTaeT
aHanu3 nu(pPOBOIl cpepl, MPOIECCH INIOKAIN3AMU U BBISBICHHE CIIOCOO0B aaNnTaiy [I00aIbHBIX 3HAKOB K JIOKAJIb-
HBIM KYJIBTYPHBIM KOHTEKCTaM.

Pe3ynomamut uccneoosanus. Pe3ynsrarsl HCCIEIOBaHHS OKA3BIBAIOT, UTO LU(poBas cpeaa B YepHOMOPCKOM peTHOHE
(YHKIIMOHUPYET HE NMPOCTO KaK HaOOp TEXHOJIOTH, a KaK MPOCTPAHCTBO ()OPMUPOBAHMS U TPaHCHOPMALIMK 3HAKOBBIX
CHCTEM, OTPaXKAIOIINX COLUANbHBIC U KYJIbTypHbIC U3MEHEHHs. AHaNIN3 HUPPOBOH aKTHBHOCTH Mooaexu KpacHomap-
cKoro kpasi 1 KpbIMa BBISIBHIT pa3Iuuisl B MEANANPEANIOYTCHUAX U MATTEPHAX KOMMYHHUKALNH, YTO (popMHUpYET YHUKAIb-
HBIE JIOKAJIbHBIE KOBI ¥ CHMBOJIMUECKHE PaKTUKH. [[puMeHeHne IMoKaIu3anui 1 CEMHOTHIECKOTO MO/IX0a TI03BOIISIET
CBSI3aTh INIOOATTBHBIE TTPOLIECCHI C JJOKAIBHBIMU KyJIBTYPHBIMH TPAKTUKAMH, PACKPBIBas B3aMMOCBS3b MEXy U(PPOBBIMU
TEXHOJOTHSIMHU, MOJIOJIC)KHOU KYJIBTYPOI M TIIO0aThHON CEMUOTHUCCKON TUHAMUKOM.

Oécyscoenue u 3axknrouenue. ViccnenoBanue mokasbiBaeT, 4To HUQPOBas cpeaa Mojoaexu YepHoMopcKoro pernoHa Gpop-
MUPYECT YHUKAJIBHBIC JIOKAJIbHBIC HHTCPIIPETAIUN NIO0AIBHBIX 3HAKOB, BJIUAA HA ICHHOCTHBIC OPUCHTHUPEBI, IOBCACHYCCKUE
MOJIENIH ¥ PETHOHAIBHYIO HACHTUYHOCTh. Pe3ynsraTsl paboThl OTKPBIBAIOT MEPCIIEKTHUBBI VIS JATBHEHIIIETO U3yIEHHS ITPO-
LIECCOB MIOKAJIM3aIMHU U TpaHC(HOPMALUK KyJIBTYPHBIX MPAKTHK MOJIOAEKHU B YCIOBHSX U(POBOH KOMMYHHKALIUH.

KoueBble ciioBa: miobanbHbIe HU(POBBIE 3HAKH, CEMHOTHYECKas KyJIbTYpPa, MOJIOJEKb YepHOMOPCKOTO pernoHa, rio-
Kanu3anus, nudposas cpena, JoKaabHas UIACHTHYHOCTh

Jois nurupoBanus. [lerpoa I0.A. TinobaneHble 1UQpPOBEIE 3HAKM W CEMHOTHYECKasl KyJIbTypa Mosofexu YepHo-
MOPCKOTO PETMOHAa B YCIOBHSAX DioKamu3anmu. Hayuwnwvii anemanax cmpan Ilpuuepromopws. 2026;12(2):29-33.
https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-1143-2026-12-2-29-33

Introduction. In the context of globalization, digital communication forms new sign systems of youth culture. It is
especially interesting to trace how global symbols are transformed in the regional context of the Black Sea. Semiotics is
not just about studying materials regardless of human involvement. It deals with meaning, and whenever meaning comes
into play, reason is involved [1, p. 13]. According to this point of view, the identity of everything that exists in the world
is understood from a human point of view. Signs are formed and perceived in consciousness, and the world consists of
things and concepts that people see, know or understand by them.

From this point of view, the world is a code consisting of signs and rules. Signs are all “things” and “concepts” that
people know or use. Rules explain functions, position, and meaning of signs, and determine their relationship to other
signs. This part of the study is aimed at identifying changes related to globalization, based on the wording “peace is a
code”. It does not consider the causes and tools of globalization, such as the growth of international trade or technological
innovation but the final results of these processes.

In the general scientific sense, semiotics includes “language units of value-semantic categories of culture”, i.e. a
system of significant signs of the youth subculture [2, p. 160]. The consideration is carried out on the example of the
language of digital culture. Traits, skills and behavior of young people are determined based on cognitive processes and
sign-symbolic systems. The sign system has become a tool that allows young people to function both online and offline.

The relevance of the study is determined by the fact that the Black Sea region is characterized by high digital
involvement of young people, intensive migration and transformation of local cultural practices under the influence of
global digital signs.

The purpose of the study is to identify features of global digital signs™ functioning in the semiotic culture of young
people in the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea in conditions of glocalization. The youth of the Black Sea
region of the Russian Federation is considered as an object of the study. The subject of the study is sign systems and
communicative practices of the digital environment that form the semiotic culture of youth.

The scientific novelty of the study is to consider the digital communication of the youth of the region through the prism
of global semiotics and analyze the relationship between global information processes and local cultural environment.

Materials and Methods. The study of youth culture allows us to consider the digital environment not just as a set of
technologies but as a space in which sign systems are formed and transformed. Youth actively interact with internet memes,
messaging formats, videos, and face-to-face communication, creating and interpreting shared texts of communicative
practice, reflecting both everyday exchanges and cultural patterns of digital interaction.
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The application of semiotics requires an appeal to cognitive and social aspects, since signs exist not only in material
form but also as constructions in the minds of communication participants. In the study, this manifests itself through
analyzing how young people perceive, use and transform digital symbols in their daily practice, and through identifying
patterns in their cognitive and behavioral patterns.

The analysis includes the study of the frequency of the Internet use, the activity in social networks and instant
messengers, as well as the involvement of young people in multimedia and interactive formats. The deterministic aspect of
the study takes into account the conditions created by technological environments and their impact on the communication
behavior of young people. The analysis is carried out in the context of local cultural features of the Krasnodar Territory
and the Republic of Crimea, which makes it possible to identify unique patterns of digital symbols's use and sense-
making practices.

Thus, the research methodology combines semiotic analysis with reliance on the empirical Russian data and the study
of the digital environment. Data on the demographic structure of the region are provided by the Federal State Statistics
Service [3], and studies of digital activity and media preferences are based on regional empirical studies [4, 5]. This
creates a comprehensive understanding of how global signs adapt to local conditions and how young people use digital
technologies to express their individual and regional identities.

Results. This work is aimed at studying globalization in the research of youth culture, which makes it possible to
consider the digital environment not just as a set of technologies but as a space in which sign systems are formed and
transformed, which makes it possible to better study social and cultural transformations in the Black Sea region.

The figure shows digital activity and media preferences of youth in the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of
Crimea according to Rosstat [3] and Levada-center [6].

Digital activity and media preferences of youth in the
Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea

Krasnodar Krai 98% Social networks — 94%
24.9% B(f)t}llﬁ;gg‘}} Daily access ,

1.45 min people 832, Messengers — 92%
Republic of Crimea Regular use Video content— 88%

0/ of the total
21.7% population Memes — 72%

330 ths. people
Other content — 68%

950 per 1,000 people

6% 72% 68%
o Participati
24% Less active users a lci%)?ol_coﬁ
24% comml(l)rllliltlirég
0 Dijgital
Active users cultural
identity

Fig. 1. Digital activity and media preferences of youth in the Krasnodar Territory and the Republic of Crimea

This figure was created by the author using Al. The image reflects Internet culture as an integrated part of modern
culture, where interfaces, algorithms and platforms become carriers of diversity, inclusiveness and general accessibility
in the context of local cultural features of the Black Sea region territories. Analysis of the data showed that the youth of
Krasnodar mainly use social networks to exchange multimedia content, while the youth of Crimea demonstrate more
active involvement in online communities and gaming platforms, forming unique patterns of digital communication.

Semiotic analysis shows that the youth of Krasnodar and Crimea actively interpret and integrate global digital signs into
everyday communication, forming their own local codes and symbolic patterns. The processes of localized globalization
in the study are defined as consisting of “globalization in terms of form and localization in terms of content” [7]. Our
study does not aim to summarize the main global processes. Globalization in terms of form is substantially simpler
than glocalization in terms of content. For an object or concept to be glocalized in terms of form, it is necessary that
they become visible to people around the world. Then people might want to import, produce or use them. Seeing
other parts of the world and importing things and concepts are two characteristics of our global world today. Changes
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caused by globalization are reflected at cognitive and behavioral levels, affecting the perception and use of signs, which
are regulated by rules in social and cultural practice [8], [9].

Therefore, glocalization and semiotic approach allow the integration of digital technology analysis and social practices,
revealing the interconnection between sign systems, youth culture and global processes through the lens of the digital world.

Discussion and Conclusion. The nature of the world in terms of semiotics is very different from the nature of the
world of physics or chemistry. When the world is defined as a sequence of signs, both objects and concepts should be taken
into account. The signs that form the world are both observable symbols and/or signs and symbols and/or signs formed in
the mind. Changes in the world defined in terms of intellectual audience can be both cognitive and/or behavioral. In other
words, existing objects and concepts in society that can be studied from two perspectives.

Cognitive level is related to what people think, know or understand. Based on the above, the world can be considered
as a complex combination of perceptions and behaviors regarding various objects and concepts. Therefore, any changes
taking place in the world (including changes caused by globalization) will necessarily be associated with changes in
these factors. Internet culture is described as an internal part of culture connected with search engine technologies or as
an interface part with its characteristic diversity [10]. In order to analyze the problem, which was identified by a random
audience that formed on a voluntary basis through the Internet, which provided both data for research and became a tool
for quantitative analysis based on a social survey. The deterministic approach of the study of youth culture in the digital
environment made it possible to omit the conditions, both created by technology and through which they work.

According to this point of view, changes in any part of the world can be caused by the following rule changes associated
with these signs. The way we use things, the way we think about different concepts, and the way things and concepts
are understood or perceived in connection with other signs, are constantly changing. Every person on the planet shares
cultural products with symbols recognizable everywhere. The speed and intensity of the global network, interconnection
and integration over the past twenty years has sparked a major debate about cultural and social implications. The current
trend of globalization goes much further than just the relationship between national economies and global markets. Indeed,
globalization of production, largely through inter-firm trade, is widespread and deeply entrenched. In addition, this process at
its current stage is both cultural and semiotic, which has important social aspects for further study of this issue.

The theoretical approach combines signs' analysis with the study of social and cultural practices of young people.
This allows us to show how digital technologies form communication patterns, influence value orientations and behavior
patterns, and contribute to the development of regional identity. Internet culture is seen as an integrated part of modern
culture, where interfaces, algorithms, and platforms become carriers of diversity, inclusion, and general accessibility.

The article includes empirical data and literature analysis on the topic of research on youth practices, globalization,
glocalization, digital engagement and media preferences of young people. This study is aimed at studying the semiotic
significance of globalization in the context of globalization, where digital communication forms new sign systems of
youth Internet culture. Global symbols, that are transformed in the regional context of the Black Sea, in the Krasnodar
Territory and the Republic of Crimea, are of particular interest.

Models of digital communication and media preferences reflect precisely those features of global signs® functioning,
which were the purpose of the study, opening up opportunities for further study of glocalization, transformation of values
and methods of interpreting global digital signs in the local context using the example of the Black Sea regions.
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