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Abstract

Introduction. The study of the problems of self-identity formation of Dagestan youth in a multi-ethnic confessional
environment is relevant in modern conditions. The purpose of the article is a comprehensive analysis of the problem of
youth self-identification in the Republic of Dagestan through the prism of interaction of key social institutions, identifying
the role of the institution of the family, the educational environment, the language situation and digital reality as key
factors affecting the process of self-identification of modern youth.

Materials and Methods. This study is based on the methodology of systematic analysis and synthesis of relevant
scientific publications on this issue. Such general theoretical methods of scientific research as analogy, generalization and
systematization were used.

Results. Research shows that ethnic identity in Dagestan continues to be the core element of self-perception, but its
content and formal markers are significantly transformed. Empirical evidence suggests the complex nature of the
interaction between family attitudes and the values of a multinational environment. Along with ethnic, linguistic, cultural
components in the formation of identity, religious identification remains one of the basic elements of the formation and
development of the personality of a Dagestani. The identification environment in Dagestan is a system where traditions
and innovations coexist.

Discussion and Conclusion. The analysis suggests that the problem of youth self-identification in Dagestan is not
reduced to a binary choice between tradition and modernization. What is meant here is the formation of a complex, multi-
level and situationally determined hybrid identity that integrates various, sometimes contradictory, elements. A modern
young Dagestani man or woman often combines several identities: local (clan, village), ethnic (Avar, Dargin, Lezgin,
etc.), all-Dagestan (as a resident of a multi-ethnic republic), all-Russian civic and, increasingly, global (through digital
environments and academic mobility). The contradiction between traditional and global values, being a creative conflict,
acts as a catalyst for personal growth and the formation of multicultural competence.
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AHHOTANHSA

Begeoenue. Vccnenopanue npobieM GOpMHPOBAHUS CAMOUICHTHYHOCTH JareCTaHCKONH MOJIOAEKH B YCIOBUAX IOJIUAT-
HOKOH(ECCHOHAIBHOM Cpebl ABIACTCS aKTyaJIbHBIM B COBPEMEHHBIX YCIOBHAX. Lenblo CTaThy ABIAETCS KOMIUIEKCHBINA
aHaJM3 npoOieMbl caMouIeHTH KAy MoJioexu B Pecryomnuke [larectan yepes npu3My B3anMOEHCTBUS KIFOYEBBIX
COIMAJIbHBIX MHCTUTYTOB, BBISBICHHE POJIM WHCTUTYTa CEMbH, 00pa30BaTeIbHON CpElbl, SI3BIKOBOM CUTyalluH U 1HQ-
POBOH peaJIbHOCTH KaK KIIFOUEBBIX (P)aKTOPOB, BIMSAIOIINX HA IPOIECC CAMOMICHTH()UKAIINY COBPEMEHHON MOJIOJEKH.
Mamepuanst u memooOsl. JlanHOE UCCIIEOBAHNE OCHOBAHO HA METOJO0JIOIMU CHCTEMHOI'0 aHajIM3a U CUHTE3a PeIeBaHT-
HBIX Hay4YHbBIX NyONUKalMi 10 JaHHOW mpobneMaruke. Vcronb30BaHbl Takue OOIIETEOPETHYECKUE METOMbI HAyYHOTO
HCCIIEJOBaHMS, KaK aHAJIOTHsI, 0000IICHUE U CUCTEMATH3ALIMSL.

Peszynomamut uccnedoganun. Kak 1nokasplBaroT UCCIEOBaHUS, 3THUUECKAs UAECHTHUYHOCTh B JlarecTane mpopoikaeT
OCTaBaTbCA CTCPKHEBBIM JJIEMCHTOM CaMOBOCIIPUATHA, OJJHAKO €€ COACPKAHNUE U (bOpMaJ'lI)HBIe MapKEPbI 3HAYUTCIBHO
TpaHCHOPMHUPYIOTCSA. DMIHUPHUUCCKHIE NaHHBIE CBHCTEIBCTBYIOT O CIIOXXHOM XapaKTepe B3aMMOICHCTBUS MEXKIy CEMeH-
HbIMU YCTAaHOBKaMM M IIEHHOCTSMHU MHOTOHAaIlMOHAJIBHOM cpensl. Hapsany ¢ 3THHUeCKOM, S3BIKOBOM, KyIbTYPHOH CO-
CTaBJIAOIIUX B q)OpMI/IpOBaHI/II/I UIACHTUYHOCTHU OJHHUM M3 0a30BBIX DJICMEHTOB CTAHOBJIEHUS U pa3BUTHA JAYHOCTHU Ja-
recTaHLla OCTAeTCs M PEIMIHo3Has uneHTnukamus. Mnenrndukanmnonsas cpena B Jlarecrane sBiseTcs CHCTEMOI, Te
COCYILECTBYIOT TPaJULMH1 U MHHOBALIUY.

Oécyscoenue u 3axnouenue. TIpoBeileHHBIN aHAN3 TIO3BOJISIET YTBEPKIATh, YTO TPOOIEeMa cCaMOUICHTH(UKAIIMK MO-
noznexu B JlarecTane He CBOANTCS K OMHAPHOMY BBIOOPY MEXIy Tpaauimeil u MoxepHu3anueil. Peus uner o hopmupo-
BaHHU CJIO’KHOIM, MHOTOYPOBHEBOW M CUTYaTUBHO 00YCIJIOBIEHHOI IMOPUIHON HAEHTHYHOCTH, MHTETPUPYIOLLEH pa3iiny-
HBIE, TIOPOH MPOTHBOPEUUBEIC, 3MeMeHTH. COBpPEMEHHBII MOJIOAOH JarecTaHell Wil JareCTaHKa 3a4acTyl0 COBMEIIAeT
B ceOe HECKOJIBKO MJICHTUYHOCTE!: JIOKATIBbHYIO (PO, CEII0), STHUIECKYIO (aBapel, JapTuHeL, JIE3TuH | 1p.), odmenare-
CTaHCKY!IO (KaK )KHTeJb HOJIMITHIYHOM pecyOnnkm), o0IepoCccuiiCKyIo Ipask/IaHCKYIO U, BCE Yallle, INIo0aIbHyo (depe3
UG pOBBIE Cpelbl U aKaIeMUIECKYI0 MOOMIBHOCTE). [IpoTuBOpeUre MEXIy TPaAUIIMOHHBIMU U TNIO0ANBbHBIMU IIEHHO-
CTAMH, OyIydl KpeaTHBHBIM KOH(IMKTOM, BBICTYNACT KaTaaM3aTOPOM JIMYHOCTHOTO POCTa M (JOPMHUPOBAHUS MYIBTH-
KYJIBTYpPHOI KOMIIETEHTHOCTH.

KiaroueBrnlie cjioBa: CaMOI/IZleHTI/I(bI/IKaHI/IH, MOJIOACKD, I[aFGCTaH, OTHHUYCCKasA HJICHTHYHOCTD, 06pa3OBaTCJ'H>HaH cpenaa,
A3BIKOBAsA CUTYyalus, TPAAUIIUOHHBIC ICHHOCTU

Jnst murupoBanusi. Maromenosa M.3. [Ipobnema camonaeHTH(OUKALMKE MOJIOAEKH B COBPEMEHHOM J[ar€CTAaHCKOM 0OI1ie-
ctBe. Hayunwiii anvmanax cmpan Ipuwepromopos. 2026;12(1):11-15. https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-1143-2026-12-1-11-15

Introduction. Modern Dagestan society is characterized by exceptional ethnocultural diversity, which creates a unique
context for identification processes in society. The relevance of the study of the problems of youth self-identification in
modern Dagestan society is due to the unique symbiosis of traditions of the multi-ethnic and confessional environment
with modern global values. Trying to correlate themselves with a particular social group, modern Dagestan youth is
forced to balance in the conditions of dynamic interaction of traditional Caucasian values, a complex system of interethnic
relations and the growing influence of global trends. The purpose of the article is a comprehensive analysis of the problem
of youth self-identification in modern Dagestan society through the prism of interaction of key social institutions. To
achieve the goal, the following tasks are set: to analyze the content and dynamics of the ethnic identity of Dagestan youth;
to identify the role of the family and the higher education system as complementary factors in the formation of identity; to
determine the place and role of religious identification in the general system of social identification of young Dagestanis;
to assess the impact of the language situation, in particular, the problem of preserving native languages and the dominance
of the Russian language as a means of interethnic communication on the processes of self-identification; to describe the
impact of modern digital technologies on the identification process of Dagestan youth.
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Materials and Methods. This study is based on the methodology of systematic analysis and synthesis of relevant
scientific publications on this issue. Based on their analysis, the dynamic interaction of ethnic, religious and cultural
identities is considered. Such general theoretical methods of scientific research were used as analogy, generalization and
systematization, which make it possible to move from describing specific manifestations of identity to understanding it as
a complex, structured socio-psychological and cultural phenomenon.

Results. Research shows that ethnic identity in Dagestan continues to be the core element of self-perception, but its
content and formal markers are significantly transformed. On the one hand, the family retains its role as a key institution
for the primary transmission of ethnocultural models, where «national identity develops at an early age in the process of upbringing
in the family and is based on a certain tradition or its elements, cultivated as “representation of tradition” [1, p. 275]. On the other
hand, immersion in a multinational educational environment within the republic, and especially in universities outside
Dagestan, contributes to the formation of a more flexible, multicultural consciousness, “erosion” of rigid ethnic borders.

Empirical evidence suggests the complex nature of the interaction between family attitudes and the values of a
multinational environment. The study involving Dagestan students of Moscow universities demonstrates that family
values representing ethnic experience and the values of a multinational environment actively interact, and their interaction
becomes one of the key factors in the ethnic identification of a person throughout life. At the same time, the gender
specificity of this process is noted: “in most cases, women are more conservative and more likely to remain committed to
ethnic behavior derived from the family or their ethnic environment” [1, p. 275].

However, by senior years, there is a leveling of statistically significant differences in the assessment of traditional
values between young men and women, which confirms the hypothesis of the transformative effect of prolonged stay in a
foreign culture environment. According to D.G. Saibulaeva, in the structure of the personal identity of modern students,
identity statuses are dominant, characterized by a low level of their development, orientation towards social and family
ties to the detriment of the orientation towards self-determination, independent choice and self-realization [2, p. 136].

Along with ethnic, linguistic, cultural components in the formation of identity, one of the basic elements of the
formation and development of the personality of a Dagestani is religious identification. “The foundations of identity are
laid in the family, and then in the process of further socialization, self-identification with a particular religion is already
more independent. The very process of forming a religious identity within the framework of social identification of a
person is bilateral. Since religion affects the general socialization of a person, and elements of social identification are
manifested in the formation of religious identity, correlated with a specific religion, culture and lifestyle. Under the
influence of religion, the foundations of the value preferences of the individual are laid, the most significant nuances,
views, principles on which their daily existence is based” [3, p. 322].

The linguistic situation in Dagestan, characterized by a complex interweaving of ethnic and linguistic markers, is of
particular importance in the context of self-identification. According to available data, more than 25 Dagestan languages
are in serious danger of extinction according to UNESCO classification. The historically established ethno-language
system, where the differences between some dialects are so great that their speakers sometimes do not understand each
other, led to the need for a mediator language [4]. If in the past this function was performed on the plain by the Kumyk
language, in the mountainous Dagestan by the Avar language, now the Russian language has unconditionally become the
language of interethnic communication. This creates a complex identification node: the native language continues to act
as a powerful symbol of ethnicity and a “means of ethnic self-identification”, while the Russian language is an instrument
of social mobility, access to education and integration into the all-Russian space. As a result, translinguality, that is, the
ability to switch freely between language codes, is a characteristic feature of modern Dagestan youth.

The identification environment is a system where tradition and innovation coexist. In the age of high technologies,
the virtualization of society leads to a change in the hierarchical relations between local and global processes [5]. In the
information society, what the traditional society was based on is destroyed — the integrity of ethnocultural being, the loss
of the usual ways of transmitting information from the older generation to the younger one. The connection of generations
is minimized, since peer communities or virtual space now become a connecting factor [6, p. 41]. Passion for social
networks, life for show have become an integral part of the life of Dagestan youth. The identity of a person is transformed
along with the changes taking place in the modern world, the criteria for identification are expanding, some of which are
irretrievably lost, but at the same time, in order to maintain our selfthood, a certain stability is needed that fixes us in the
new sociocultural reality [7, p. 141]. Trying to adapt to a rapidly transforming world, young people want to find basic
identifications for themselves.
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The identity space can simultaneously include ethnic, regional and civic levels, coexisting and actualizing depending
on the context. Multilevel identification implies belonging to a complex culture, for example, to Russian or Dagestan. The
great poet of Dagestan Rasul Gamzatov, determining the meaning of this phenomenon, said that in Dagestan he is Avar,
in Moscow — Dagestan, and abroad — Russian. The multilevel structure of identification is a prerequisite for the stable
existence of any multi-ethno-confessional society [8, p. 72].

Discussion and Conclusion. The analysis suggests that the problem of self-identification of youth in Dagestan
is not reduced to a binary choice between tradition and modernization [8, 9]. What is meant here is the formation of
a complex, multi-level and situationally determined hybrid identity that integrates various, sometimes contradictory,
elements. A modern young Dagestan man or woman often combines several identities: local (clan, village), ethnic (Avar,
Dargin, Lezgin, etc.), all-Dagestan (as a resident of a multi-ethnic republic), all-Russian civic and, more often, global
(through digital environments and academic mobility). The contradiction between traditional and global values, being a
creative conflict, acts as a catalyst for personal growth and the formation of multicultural competence. The threat of the
disappearance of languages is an anthropological problem that requires finding a balance between the functional necessity
of the Russian language and the preservation of the unique linguistic heritage of Dagestan.

Study limitations are due to its descriptive nature and reliance on secondary data. For a deeper and more representative
analysis, new large-scale empirical studies are needed directly in the Republic of Dagestan using qualitative and
quantitative methods. Prospects for further research are seen in the study of the specifics of identification processes in the
digital environment, as well as in the development of pedagogical models that contribute to the harmonious integration of
Dagestan youth into the all-Russian community while maintaining the ethnocultural diversity of the region.
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