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Abstract

Introduction. An indicator of the national and domestic character of the Great Patriotic War was, among other things, the
mass volunteer movement shown by Soviet citizens literally immediately after its beginning. In its essence, scale, social
and ethnic composition, forms, military-political significance, it was a truly unique phenomenon of domestic and entire
world history.

Materials and methods. The article uses documents and materials containing infor-mation about various aspects of the
volunteer movement during the Great Patriotic War in the Rostov region, identified in data historians and contained in
published collections. The multifactorial approach, descriptive, comparative-historical and historical-system methods
are used.

Results. The volunteer movement during the war included citizens who voluntarily showed their willingness to go out
and fight. They filled out the application to the military commissar’s office asking for being sent to war. There were
two main categories: those who due to their age and health status were liable for military service and were subject to
conscription after the announcement of mobilization and those who due to their non-conscription, too young or elderly
age, illness or official exemption due to their important professional activities (the so-called “reservation”) were not
subject to conscription. The volunteer movement in the Rostov region was distinguished by great activity and massive
participation. The first volunteer groups in the region were fighter battalions. In July 1941, 77 fighter battalions were
formed with a total number of 16 thousand people. On July 5, 1941, a special resolution of the Rostov regional committee
of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) on the organization of the people’s militia units was issued. The Rostov
rifle regiment of the people’s militia was formed. In the Don villages, literally from the first days of the war, a massive
volunteer movement of Cossacks arose. During the temporary occupation of the Rostov region by Nazi invaders, Don
partisans courageously fought behind enemy lines. Members of guerrilla regiments operating throughout the region and
based in the most suitable secret places of stay, and underground groups located directly in the settlements of the region,
should also be attributed to the participants in the volunteer movement.

Discussion and conclusion. The mass volunteer movement that unfolded in the Rostov region in its content and forms of
implementation had both general, characteristic of all regions of the country, and special characteristics. Its features were
the great participation of volunteers of various age and social categories, from cities and villages of all parts of the Rostov
region, the formation of volunteers from the Cossacks of the Don Cossack cavalry volunteer division, a very significant
number of guerrilla regiments.
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Jo0poBosbueckoe nBuxkenne B PocToBckoii 00/1acTu B nepuosn
Beaunkoii OTeyecTBeHHOH BOMHbBI

B.IL. Tpyr

JloHCKOI ToCcyIapcTBEHHBI TEXHUUECKUH yHUBepcuTeT, Poccuiickas ®enepauus, Poctos-na-Jlony, mi. ['arapuna, 1

Mtrut.vladimir@rambler.ru

AHHOTaNUA

Beeoenue. TlokazarereM HapOAHOTO M OTEUECTBEHHOTo xapakrepa Bemmkoit OTeuecTBEHHOH BOMHBI SBHIIOCH CPEIH
MIPOYETO U MPOSIBJICHHOE COBETCKMMH IpakaaHaMy OyKBaJIbHO Cpasy ke Mmocje e€ Hayalla MacCoBOE J0OpOBOJIFIECKOE
nexenwue. [1o cBoelt cymHocTH, MacmTabaM, COMaaIbHOMY U STHHYECKOMY COCTaBy, (hopMaM, BOCHHO-TIOTUTUYECKOMY
3HAYEHUIO OHO SBUJIOCH IMIOMCTHHE YHUKAIHHBIM SIBIICHAEM OTEUSCTBCHHOM, /1a M BCe MHPOBOI HCTOPHU.

Mamepuanst u memoost. B crarbe UCTIONB3YIOTCS JOKYMEHTHI M MaTepHaibl, CO-AEpiKallie CBEICHHS O Pa3IMYHBIX
acriekTax JoOpOBOIBYECKOTO ABMKEHHS B iepros Bennkoit OTeuecTBeHHO BoWHBI B PocTOBCKOIT 0011aCTH, BBISIBICHHBIC
B apXMBHBIX XPAaHWININIAX U COJCpIKaIUecs B OMyOIMKOBaHHBIX cOOpHUKaX. VICIONB30BaHbI MHOTO(AKTOPHBIN TOIXO/,
onMcarenbHbIN, CPABHUTENBHO-UCTOPUUECKUIA U UCTOPUKO-CUCTEMHBII METOJIBI.

Pesynomamut uccnedosanus. J100poBOIBUSCKOE IBIKCHIE B IIEPHOJ BOIHEI BKIIFOYANIO B ce0s TpakaaH, JOOPOBOIBHO
W3BSIBUBIINX )KEIaHUE MUJITH CPAXKATHCS C BParoM M HAaITMCABIIMX COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE 3asBICHHE B BOCHKOMATaX C MPOCh-
Ooli oTIpaBKky Ha (PPOHT, ABYX OCHOBHBIX KATETOPUM: TEX, KTO IO CBOEMY BO3PACTy U COCTOSIHHIO 3[I0POBbS SBISUIUCH
BOCHHOOOSI3aHHBIMHA ¥ TIOMJIC)KAJH TIPU3BIBY B apMUIO TIOCIIE OOBSIBICHIS MOOMIU3AINH U T€X, KTO B CHIIy CBOETO He-
TIPHU3BIBHOTO, CITUIIIKOM MOJIOZOTO HJIH IIOKMJIOTO BO3pacTa, OOJIe3HEH MITH UMEBIIETOCS O(UIHATFHOTO OCBOOOKICHUS
OT IIPU3bIBA B CUITY CBOEH BayKHOI IpoheccHOoHanbHON NeITeIbHOCTH (TaK Ha3bIBaeMoW «OpOHM), IPU3BIBY B apMUIO HE
nosexanu. JJoOpoBoapiecKoe IBMKEeHHE B POCTOBCKOI 00JaCTH OTIIMYANIOCh OOJBIION aKTUBHOCTHIO H MaCCOBOCTBIO.
[epBeMu 10OpOBOIEIECKIMU (HOPMUPOBAHUSMH B OOJIACTH CTAIH UCTpEOUTENbHEIC OaranboHbL. B mione 1941 r. 6010
copmupoBaHo 77 UCTPEOUTENBHBIX 0AaTATLOHOB OOIIECH YUCICHHOCTHIO 16 ThIC. YemoBek. 5 mtons 1941 1. BEIXOOUT
crienpanbHoe nocraHosieHre Pocrockoro ookoma BKII (6) 06 opranusannu yacteil HapogHOro onomrdeHus. beur 00-
pa3oBaH POCTOBCKMII CTPENIKOBBIN MOJK HAPOAHOTO OMOMYEHHUs. B MOHCKHMX cTaHUIaX OyKBaJbHO C TMEPBBIX JHEH BO-
WHBI BO3HUKIIO MacCOBOE T0OPOBONEIECKOE IBIKEHUE Ka3aKoB. B mepron BpeMeHHOH OKKymarun PocToBckoit obmactn
HEMETIKO-(DalMCTCKUMH 3aXBaTYMKaMH B THUTY Bpara MY>KECTBEHHO OOPOJHCH JOHCKUE MAPTH3AHBI M MTOIIONBIITHKH.
UieHOB MapTU3aHCKHUX OTPSA0B, ISHCTBOBABIIMX Ha BCEH TEPPUTOPHH 00IacTh U Ga3MpOBABIIMXCS B HAaHOOIEe TOIXO0s-
IMUX CKPBITHBIX MECTax l'[pe6BIBaHI/I$[, 1 TTOAITOJIBHBIX T'PYIIII, HAXOAUBHINXCA HETIOCPEACTBEHHO B HaceJEHHBIX ITYHKTax
o0IacTH, Taxke HeOOXOIMMO OTHECTH K YIaCTHHKAM JOOPOBOIBICCKOTO ABIKCHHS.

Obcyscoenue u 3axkntouenue. Pazsepuysiicecs B PocToBckol 001acTH MaccoBoe JOOPOBOIBYECKOE ABIKCHHE IO CBO-
eMy COIlep)KaHHI0 U Mo (opMaM peasiM3alliid OHO UMEJIO Kak OOIIye, XapaKTepHbIE ISl BCEX PErHOHOB CTPaHBI, Tak
U 0COOCHHBIC XapaKTePUCTUKHU. Ero 0coOeHHOCTSIME OBLIIO OOJIBIIIOE yYacTHe B HEM TOOPOBOIBIIEB CAMBIX Pa3HBIX BO3-
PACTHBIX W COITMANIBHBIX KAaTETOPUH W3 TOPOIOB, CTAHUII M CENI BCeX paifoHOB 00nacTv, GopMUpOBaHHE U3 Ka3aKOB JI0-
OpOBOJIBIIEB TOHCKON Ka3aubei KaBAJICPUHCKOH TOOPOBOIBUCCKON TUBU3NH, BEChbMa 3HAUUTEIFHOE YUCIIO MTAPTH3AHCKUX
OTPS/IOB.

KuroueBbie cjioBa: J0OpPOBOJIBIBI, JOOPOBOIBYCCKOE TBMKCHHE, HAPOIHOE OMOJIYCHHE, YacTH, MapTH3aHbl, Benukas
OteyecTBEHHAS BOITHA

Jost muruposanust. Tpyr B.I1. JloOpoBonbueckoe aBukeHue B PoctoBckoit obnactu B nepuoa Benukoii OrtedecTBeHHOIM
BOWHBIL. Hayunwii anbmanax cmpan [puuepromoposa. 2023;9(4):38—43. https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-1143-2023-9-4-38-43

Introduction. This year, residents of the Rostov region celebrate the 80th anniver-sary of its liberation from German
invaders during the Great Patriotic War. The visible indicator of the national and domestic character of the Great Patriotic
War was, among other things, the mass volunteer movement shown by Soviet citizens literally immedi-ately after its
beginning. In its essence, scale, social and ethnic composition, forms, military-political significance, it was a truly unique
phenomenon of domestic and entire world history.

Materials and methods. The article uses documents and materials containing in-formation about various aspects of
the volunteer movement during the Great Patriotic War in the Rostov region, identified in data historians and contained
in published col-lections. Historiographic research on this problem is involved. The multifactorial ap-proach, descriptive,
comparative-historical and historical-system methods are used. The latter, in particular, allows you to study the object of
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in published col-lections. Historiographic research on this problem is involved. The multifactorial ap-proach, descriptive,
comparative-historical and historical-system methods are used. The latter, in particular, allows you to study the object of
this research by highlighting its individual structural elements, their direct and intermediated functions, their connection
with each other and with the whole, scientific and critical analysis. When writing the article, methods of analyzing
and synthesizing data were also used as well as general scientific and special scientific historical principles, such as
objectivity, scientificity, historicism.

Results. The volunteer movement during the war included citizens who voluntarily showed their willingness to go
out and fight. They filled out the application to the military commissar’s office asking for being sent to war. There were
two main categories: those who due to their age and health status were liable for military service and were subject to
conscription after the announcement of mobilization and those who due to their non-conscription, too young or elderly
age, illness or official exemption due to their important professional activities (the so-called “reservation”) were not
subject to conscription. The study by A.M. Sinitsyn noted that during the war, citizens of the USSR submitted more than
20 million applications to military, Soviet and party organizations asking to enroll them in the army [1, p. 26]. But due
to various objective and subjective circumstances (non-draft age, unsatisfactory state of health, official “reservation”),
a significant part of these applications was not granted. During the Great Patriotic War, the official number of volunteers
in the USSR enrolled in various volunteer militia groups was more than four million people [2, p. 183].

Various groups, units and detachments of the so-called people’s militia began to form from volunteers. These were
volunteer military and paramilitary groups of various types, appointments, numbers and forms of organization (communist
regiments and battalions, combined military detachments of the party, Komsomol, Soviet asset, regiments of the people’s
militia, as well as numerous fighter battalions subordinate to NKVD to protect important rear targets, maintain order,
combat enemy paratroopers and saboteurs). Militia military units in the form of divisions and regiments totaling more
than two million people [2, p. 183] were sent directly to the front line only at the most critical moments of the battles,
mainly in the initial period of the war as military support to regular units of the Red Army.

Tens of thousands of the Rostov region residents showed willingness to volunteer for a deadly struggle against the
enemy. The first volunteer groups in the region were fighter battalions. Their formation began immediately after the
resolution of the Rostov regional committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) “On Measures to Combat
Parachute Landing and Enemy Saboteurs in the Rostov Region”. In accordance with this resolution, fighter battalions of
100-200 people were formed in all districts of the region, not subject to priority conscription into the army, of the most
“proven, courageous, selfless communists, Komsomol members, Soviet activists capable to use arms, without interruption
from their constant work™ [3, pp. 24—25]. A lot of work was done in this direction very quickly, as a result of which by
July 17, 1941, 77 fighter battalions with a total number of 16 thousand had been formed in the region. With each battalion,
several assistance groups were created, the total number of which was 2,118 units. In total, there were 23,500 people in
the fighter battalions and their assistance groups [4, p. 48].

Taking into account the fact that many thousands of the region’s residents includ-ing those who were not subject to
conscription into the army expressed their desire to go to war. On July 5, 1941, a special resolution of the Rostov regional
committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bolsheviks) on the organization of the people’s militia units was issued.
In July 1941, sotnyas, battalions, regiments were formed from militiamen in almost all cities and parts of the region.
On July 10, 1941, an order was issued by the commander of the Rostov garrison, Major General A.A. Grechkin, on the
formation of the Rostov rifle regiment of the people’s militia. The deputy director of the auto assembly plant, a reserve
captain, M.A. Varfolomeev, was appointed as its commander. Only within a month after the release of this decree in the
city of Rostov, more than 60 thousand applications from volunteers were submitted, in the city of Shakhty about 1.4
thousand, in the city of Kamensk over 1.6 thousand, in the city of Taganrog over 7.2 thousand, in the Zverevsky district
more than 2.3 thousand, in Belokalitvinsky about 1.7 thousand, in Yegorlyksky more than 1.3 thousand [5, p. 174]. On
October 15, 1941, a new Rostov militia regiment began to form which on November 10 joined the Rostov rifle regiment
of the people’s militia.

In the Don villages, since the first days of the war, a massive volunteer movement of Cossacks arose. On July 15,
a joint resolution was adopted by the Bureau of the Rostov Regional Committee of the All-Union Communist Party of
Bolsheviks and the Rostov Regional Executive Committee “On the Creation of the Don Cossack Division in the Rostov
Region”. It was supposed to be staffed by volunteer Cossack sotnyas of 4 platoon-size formed in various parts of the
region, each numbering 135 people, from persons... “regardless of their age/not subject to conscription, but able to use
arms” [3, p. 62]. The formed volunteer Cossack division in the Rostov region received the name “Don volunteer Cossack
cavalry division”. On January 21, 1942, on the basis of the guideline of the General Staff of the Red Army, the “Don
Volunteer Cossack Cavalry Division” was officially renamed the “116th Don Cossack Cavalry Division”. Colonel P.Y.
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Strepukhov was appointed a division commander. On January 26, 1942, the division became part of the army. Volunteers
often joined this division with their families. For example, Cossack I.A. Khomutov, being already at the advanced age,
joined a volunteer division with his sons, 14-year-old Alexander and 16-year-old Andrey. Cossack Vyshkvartsev joined
one of the Cossack regiments of the people’s militia with his wife and son. Cossack Zubenko arrived at the assembly
point with his wife, son and two daughters. Cossacks Sklyarov, Chernoyarov, Fedorov and many others joined the militia
together with their sons [6, pp. 17—18].

Among the Cossack volunteers there were also very young men who did not reach the draft age, in particular, the
youngest of them, Alexander Khomutov, was only 14 years old, and very elderly men of non-draft age, for example, the
oldest Cossack volunteer Nikolai Erokhin was 67 years old [7, p. 179]. In the spring of 1942, the 116th Don Cossack
Volunteer Cavalry Division became part of the 17th Cossack Cavalry Corps. It is noteworthy that in one of political
department reports of the 116th Don Cavalry Division to the political administration of the North Caucasus Military
District on the state of the division, it was noted: “The vast majority of Cossacks are volunteers. More than 80 % of
private corps are Cossacks over the age of 40 (that is, very advanced age — V.T.), participants of the civil war... There are
squadrons equipped fully by Cossacks of the same region” [8, p. 84]. Later, this division was renamed the 12" Guards’
Don Cossack Cavalry Division and became part of the famous 5" Guards’ Don Cossack Cavalry Corps.

The volunteer movement on the Don continued in the subsequent war years. At the same time, it was expressed in
two main forms: the desire of citizens of their own free will to go to war and the so-called Komsomol mobilizations.
Thus, in 1942, the Komsomol mobilization of girls for service in the air-defense forces was announced in the country in
order to send men to war. About 200 thousand girls in Komsomol mobilizations became fighters of air-defense troops,
communications units, etc. [9, p. 204]. At the same time, it must be borne in mind that the Komsomol mobilizations were
not officially mandatory and the Komsomol members could either voluntarily respond to them and become volunteers
for the army, or ignore them. In the second case, to the maximum, they could only be declared penalties according to
the Komsomol line. Thus, Komsomol mobilizations at their core were also one of the forms of the volunteer movement.

In the Rostov region, according to this Komsomol mobilization, a lot of Komsomol girls who were sent to serve in
two air-defense regiments voluntarily signed up for the emerging air-defense units. Their girls-fighters fought the enemy
courageously. And the feat accomplished by the antiaircraft gunners of the 3rd battery of the 734" air-defense regiment
went down in the history of the war as a true example of heroism and courage. At the same time, for a number of objective
reasons, for many years it had remained unknown, and only recently, thanks to the research of search engines, it has
received attention in historical works and media publications.

During the temporary occupation of the Rostov region by Nazi invaders, Don partisans and guerillas courageously
fought behind enemy lines. Members of partisan detachments and underground groups also need to be classified as
members of the volunteer movement. Indeed, they entered these formations exclusively voluntarily. In the summer and
autumn of 1941, 83 partisan detachments with a total number of about 3395 people were formed in the region, even before
its first occupation [10, p. 162].

The peculiarities of the natural, mainly steppe, landscape of the Rostov region, the practical absence of significant
forests and other natural shelters for partisan detach-ments basing, as well as the proximity of the front line, most directly
affected the tactics of their actions. The significant part of the detachments was forced to act from the front-line not
occupied part of the region. In May 1942, there were 67 partisan detachments in the region with a total number of 2324
people [3, p. 362]. The partisan struggle unfolded especially actively in the summer and autumn of 1942, after the
enemy occupied almost the entire territory of the Rostov region, with the exception of only two northern Vyoshensky
and Verkhnedonsky districts. At this very difficult time for the country, Don partisans and guerillas, constantly risking
their own lives, selflessly fought the enemy. Two partisan detachments (“Otvazhny — 1” and “Otvazhny — 2”) in the
Neklinovsky district of the region, three (“Azovsky”, “Aleksandrovsky — 1st” and “Aleksandrovsky — 2nd”) in the Azov
district were especially successful. Partisans of the “Gnevny Don” detachments of the Zavetinsky district, “Don Cossack”
of the Migulinsky district, named after Kirov, named after the Rostov regional committee of the CPSU (B), “Stepnoy
Orel” of the Orlovsky region, fighters of the Taganrog detachment, as well as partisan detachments of the Semikarakorsky,
Kyiv, Kolushkinsky, Litvinovsky and other districts of the Rostov region fought bravely in difficult conditions, in the Don
steppes.

The Don guerillas fought the enemy courageously and selflessly. In addition to the Stalin detachment, underground
groups “Tramvaishik”, “Mstitel”, “Klyatva”, Len-zavodskaya, G.F. Zholik and others operated in the city of Rostov. The
bright and tragic page of the nationwide struggle against the enemy was the activities of Taganrog’s guerillas.

During the period of enemy occupation, a total of 163 partisan detachments and underground groups, numbering about
4990 people in their ranks, operated on the territory of the Rostov region at different periods of time [7, p. 200].
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Discussion and conclusion. Thus, literally since the very beginning of World War 11, the massive volunteer movement
unfolded in the Rostov region. In terms of its content and forms of implementation, it had both general, characteristic of
all regions of the country, and special characteristics. The general substantive elements include the exclusively voluntary
nature of its participants, significant massive participation, the participation of representatives of various age and social
categories of citizens, and special — the large participation of Don Cossacks, often even parents with their children and
entire families, a significant number of volunteers from villages of all districts of the region. The general forms of the
volunteer movement implementation include the creation of militarized and military units common to other regions of the
country, such as fighter units and assistance groups, parts of the people’s militia, partisan detachments, and to the special
ones — the formation of the Don Cossack cavalry volunteer division from volunteers, preliminary organization, despite
the lack of the necessary landscape and geographical conditions for their successful operation, a very significant number
of partisan detachments, some of which did not act directly in the region, and from the location of the front-line units of
the Red Army, the presence of the country’s only urban partisan detachment named after Stalin, stationed and operating
directly in the city of Rostov-on-Don.

Volunteer units, formations and detachments formed in the Rostov region, in par-ticular, Rostov rifle regiment of the
people’s militia, Don volunteer Cossack cavalry division, renamed later the 116th Don Cossack Cavalry Division, and
then became the 12th Guards Don Cossack Cavalry Division, despite the serious losses in bloody battles of the initial
period of the war, were included as regular units in the Red Army.

Being active in the region, in very difficult unfavorable landscape and geograph-ical conditions of the steppe, quite
numerous partisan detachments, the total number of which for the entire period 1941-1943. amounted to 163 units,
inflicted heavy losses on the enemy.

The volunteer movement in the Rostov region played an important role during the war, especially at its very difficult
initial stage. Don volunteers fought the enemy courageously and made their considerable contribution to the Victory.
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