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Abstract

Introduction. The article considers socio-political problems of the Abkhaz ethnic group in Turkey, in particular, the
formation of its pro-Russian position during the Caucasus crisis of 2008. It notes the inconsistency between the pro-
Russian position of the ethnic group and Turkey’s position in the settlement of the Georgian-Abkhazian and Georgian-
South Ossetian conflict. It is emphasized that Ankara was interested in the development of Turkish-Georgian relations
and, accordingly, supported the territorial integrity of Georgia and condemned the aspirations of the rebellious republics
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia to achieve independence.

Materials and methods. The author adheres to the objectivity principle. Many issues related to the repatriation process
are considered in the problem-chronological order, historical-comparative and historical-systemic methods of research,
used in this research, allow to reveal the degree of study of problems related to ethno-political conflicts in Georgia in the
post-Soviet period.

Results. The authors analyze the complex of problems associated with the return of Abkhazian repatriates to their historical
homeland. It reveals the difficulties faced by repatriates in the process of adaptation in Abkhazia, including the high cost
of living, lack of housing and jobs. In addition, some Abkhazian repatriates lacked language skills, which also created
difficulties in settling in their new place of residence. At the same time, it is noted that the repatriates’ gradual acquisition
of life skills and mastering of new forms and methods of economic management contributed to their adaptation to local
daily life.

Discussion and conclusion. 1t is concluded that the life practice received in Abkhazia, combined with that acquired in the
diaspora in Turkey, played an important role in establishing new boundaries in the life of Abkhazian repatriates and contri-
buted to their firm establishment in the system of socio-political, socio-economic and cultural life in their historical home.

Keywords: Abkhaz ethnic group, Turkey, repatriates, historical homeland, adaptation

Funding information: The study was financially supported by the Russian Foundation for Basic Research within the
framework of the research project No. 20-59-56010, 3.03.2021.

For citation. Dudaiti AK. Returning home: some problems of repatriates’ adaptation in post-Soviet Abkhazia. Science
Almanac of Black Sea Region Countries. 2023;9(3):48—52. https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-1143-2023-9-3-48-52

© AK Dudaiti, 2023


https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-1143-2023-9-3-48-52
mailto:adudaiti%40mail.ru?subject=
https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-1143-2023-9-3-48-52
https://doi.org/0000-0002-7103-959X
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.23947/2414-1143-2023-9-3-48-52&domain=pdf&date_stamp=29.09.2023

AK Dudaiti. Returning home: some problems of repatriates’ adaptation in post-Soviet Abkhazia

Hayunas cmamos

Bo3BpaieHue Ha poUHY: HEKOTOPbIE MPO0JIeMbI A1aNITALIMU PeNaTPUAHTOB
B IIOCTCOBETCKOI A0Xa3un

A.K. dynaiitu

CeBepo-OceTnHCcKU rocyjapcTBeHHbIN yHHBepcuTeT uMeHu Kocta JleBaHoBuua Xeraryposa, Poccuiickas ®enepanus, PCO-Ananus,
r. BnagukaBkas, yi. Baryruna, 4446

™ adudaiti@mail.ru

AHHOTAN NS

Beeoenue. PaccmaTpuBaioTcsi 00IIEeCTBEHHO-TIOIUTHICCKIE TTPOoOIeMbl abXa3CcKoi auacropsl B TypIiuu, B 9aCTHOCTH,
(dhopMHpOBaHHE €€ MPOPOCCHUICKON MO3UIMK B NEpHOA KaBKasckoro kpusmca 2008 r. OTMmeuaeTcss HECOOTBETCTBHE
MPOPOCCUIICKOW TMO3UIMKM JTUACIOPHl C Tmo3uiueid Typuuu B YperyliMpoBaHHU Tpy3WHO-a0Xa3CKOr0 M TPY3HUHO-
FOTOOCETHHCKOTO KoH(mkTa. [lomuepkuBaeTcs, 9To B AHKape ObUIH 3aWHTEPECOBAHBI B PA3BUTHHU TYPEIIKO-TPY3UHCKIX
OTHOIIICHUH M, COOTBETCTBEHHO, MOACPKUBAINA TCPPUTOPHAIBHYIO IEIOCTHOCTh [py3uH, OCYKIalIu CTPEMIICHHE
MSTEXKHBIX pecnyonnk — Abxasuu u FOxuoit OceTn, K JOCTIKCHHUIO HE3aBUCHMOCTH.

Mamepuanst u memoosl. ABTOp TIPUICPKUBACTCS MPUHIUIIA 00bEKTUBHOCTH. MHOTHE BOIPOCH, CBA3aHHBIC C pemnar-
puaiOHHBIM IIPOLECCOM, paCCMATPUBAIOTCA B HpO6HeMHO-XpOHOJ’IOFI/I‘ICCKOM MOPAAKE, HCIIOJIB30BaHbl HCTOPUKO-
CPaBHUTCIBHBI M HCTOPUKO-CUCTEMHBIA METOJbI HMCCIICIOBAHUS, IO3BOJSIONIAE BBISBUTH CTCICHb HM3YYCHHOCTH
po0JIeM, CBSI3aHHBIX C STHOMOIUTHICCKIMH KOH(PIUKTaMu B [ py3uH B IOCTCOBETCKUH IIEPHOLI.

Pezynomamot uccnedosanus. AHaTU3UPyeTCs KOMIUIEKC TMPOOJEM, CBS3aHHBIX C BO3BPAIICHHEM abXa3CKHX
penaTpuaHTOB HAa CBOIO HMCTOPHYCCKYIO POMUHY. BBISBICHBI CIOXKHOCTH, C KOTOPHIMH CTaJKHBAJIUCh PEMATPHAHTHI
B IIpOIlecCce amanTanui B AOXa3uu, Cpeld HUX — JOPOTOBH3HA XH3HH, OTCYTCTBUE JKWIIbS, HEXBaTka paOOYMX MECT.
Kpome Toro, y HEKOTOpOH yacTH abXa3CKUX peraTpHUaHTOB OTCYTCTBOBAJH SI3BIKOBBIC HABBIKH, YTO TAaKXKE CO3/1aBajo
TPYIHOCTH B UX 00YCTPOMCTBE HA HOBOM MECTE IIPOXKHUBAHU. B TO ke BpeMst 0TMeYaeTcs, 4TO MOCTEIEHHOE MPUOOpETCHIE
penarpuaHTaMH >KU3HECHHBIX HABBIKOB, OCBAaMBAHHE HOBBIX ()OPM M METONOB XO3SHCTBOBAHHSA CIIOCOOCTBOBAIO WX
aganTanyu B MECTHYIO ITOBCETHCBHYTO KU3Hb.

Obcyscoenue u 3axnouenue. ClenaH BBIBOA, YTO MOJYYCHHAss B AOXa3Wu >KM3HCHHAS NpPAaKTUKA B COYCTAHUU
C TOM, KoTOpas ObLTa TpHoOpeTeHa B AWacmope B TypIum, ChIrpana BaXHYIO pPOJNb B yYTBEPKICHUW HOBBIX TPAHUI]
B JKU3HEYCTPOMCTBE a0Xa3CKUX pPernaTpUaHTOB, CIIOCOOCTBOBAIA UX MPOYHOMY 3aKPEIUICHHIO B CUCTEME OOIICCTBEHHO-
MTOTUTHYECKOM, COMANTbHO-9KOHOMIYECKON M KYIBTYpHOH JKU3HU Ha UCTOPUICCKOM POIMHE.

KinrwueBrble c10Ba: abxa3ckas Auactriopa, Tpr[I/ISI, penarpruaHTbl, UICTOPUUICCKAAd pOAHHA, adallTallusg

DuHAHCHPOBAHME: KCCIICAOBAHUE BBITIONHEHO NpH (UHAHCOBON momuepxkke PODU B pamkax HaydHOTO IMPOEKTa
Ne 20-59-56010 ot 3.03.2021 r.

Jois nurupoBanus. lynaiitn A.K. BosBpamienne Ha poOIuHYy: HEKOTOpBIE NpPOOJEMbl aJalTaly penaTpUaHTOB
BTIOCTCOBETCKON AOxazuu. Hayunsiil anemanax cmpan [puuepromopwns.2023;9(3):48—52. https://doi.org/10.23947/2414-
1143-2023-9-3-48-52

Introduction. Among the Caucasian ethnic groups in Turkey, Abkhazians occupy a special place, which can be
explained by a number of reasons: firstly, their place of residence is located in the southwestern part of the Caucasus,
close to the Turkish border; secondly, Abkhazian migrants to the Ottoman Empire, unlike other Circassian migrants, used
overland routes, which resulted in fewer human casualties; thirdly, among representatives of the Abkhazians supporting
the self-proclaimed state recognized by Russia, the Republic of Abkhazia, pro-Russian sentiments appeared especially
during and after the Caucasus crisis of 2008 [1, p. 104; 2, p. 2018]. The latter circumstance contradicted the official
position of Turkey. Being interested in maintaining a high level of relations with Georgia, through whose territory oil and
gas pipelines with access to Turkey passed, the leadership of the country supported the territorial integrity of Georgia and
condemned the aspirations of Abkhazia and South Ossetia to independence [3; 4, p. 76].

Unlike other Caucasian ethnic groups (Circassians, Chechens) who demanded that the Turkish authorities protect their
rights and interests in the international arena by recognizing the facts of 1862—1864 as genocide, the Abkhazians were
against creating tension in relations between Turkey and Russia and was in favor of their mutually beneficial cooperation
in the Black Sea region. Such a constructive approach to Turkish-Russian relations was fully in line with the pro-Russian
policy of the Federation of Abkhazian Associations (FAA), the leading organization of the Abkhazian ethnic group
established in Turkey in 2010 [5, p. 125; 6, p. 23].
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Following Georgia’s recognition of muhajirs’ forced relocation as a “genocide of the Caucasian peoples”, the
Circassian and Chechen ethnic groups supported it in its confrontation with Russia, while at the same time condemning
the “opportunistic” position of the Abkhaz one. Consequently, by recognizing the independence of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia after the 2008 Caucasus crisis, Russia managed not only to strengthen its position in the South Caucasus, but also
to split the relations between the Caucasian ethnic groups in Turkey [7, p. 147; 8, p. 115].

In the context of Turkey’s complicated relations with Russia due to the Russian military’s intervention in the Syrian
conflict, the FAA leadership demonstrated loyalty to the country’s authorities, but at the same time, it refrained from
criticizing the Russian military’s actions in Syria. In November 2015, when the Turkish Air Force shot down a Russian
SU-24 warplane, FAA representatives visited the Russian ambassador in Ankara to discuss the prospects for developing
Turkish-Russian relations and establishing bilateral dialog [6, p. 234].

In April 2016, a round table was held in Sukhum, attended by Abkhaz diaspora activists, officials of the republic,
Russian MPs, businessmen and representatives of the expert community. During the discussion of issues related to the
normalization of Turkish-Russian relations after the “Syrian” events, representatives of the Abkhazian diaspora stood
out for taking a conciliatory tone toward Russia, which played a significant role in the improvement of Turkish-Russian
relations [9]. On the other hand, Turkish-Georgian relations were complex and contradictory, in which not the least role
was played by the anti-Georgian position of the diaspora in the conflict in Abkhazia. In particular, after Georgia imposed
sanctions against the rebellious republics of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, leaders of the Abkhazian diaspora intensified
efforts to create a pro-Abkhazian lobby in the Turkish elites. The results of these efforts were not long in coming: trade
ties between Turkey and Abkhazia soon began to be established bypassing the sanctions regime against Abkhazia. At the
same time, representatives of the Abkhazian diaspora began to visit Abkhazia using the transit route through the territory
of Russia. For their part, the Abkhaz authorities viewing the diaspora as an important political and economic ally and
demographic resource tried to encourage the arrival of their ethnic brethren in their historical homeland.

Materials and methods. In researching the process of repatriation of representatives of the Abkhaz diaspora in
Turkey to their historical homeland, the author tried to adhere to the principle of objectivity. Many issues related to
the repatriation process were considered in a problem-chronological order, and historical-comparative and historical-
systemic methods of research were used to reveal the degree of study of problems related to ethno-political conflicts in
Georgia in the post-Soviet period.

Results. The first repatriates began arriving in Abkhazia in the late 1980s, when the USSR leadership significantly
simplified the legislation on the rules of entry and exit to the country. Faced with many difficulties in their homeland (high
cost of living, problems of housing, employment), repatriates practically did not show civil mobility there and were not
involved in social and political life in the republic. At the same time, many of them, having retained dual citizenship,
continued to own real estate in Turkey, received pensions and medical care. A significant number of repatriates took part
in the Georgian-Abkhazian war of 1992—-1993 [10, p. 15; 11, p. 169—-170].

In the post-war years, some of the repatriates established their own businesses in Abkhazia using funds and experience
gained in the diaspora. These people were mainly engaged in trade in coal, timber and scrap metal, which were transported
to Turkey on sea vessels. Foodstuffs such as pepper salt, smoked cheese, tea, wine, balsam, buckwheat, corn flour, smoked
meat, dried persimmon were also exported. Textile products, clothes, footwear, household goods, as well as foodstuffs
like olives and olive oil, wheat, lentils, etc. were brought from Turkey. Since residence in Abkhazia was not a prerequisite
for acquiring citizenship (it was open to all ethnic Abkhazians living outside the republic), the number of repatriates with
Abkhazian passports grew rapidly [12, pp. 559—-560].

Since the second half of the 1990s, the repatriation process has been stagnant due to the sharp deterioration of living
conditions in Abkhazia as a result of the strengthening of the sanctions regime on the part of Georgia. A difficult situation
of repatriates was also aggravated by the fact that in February 1995 amendments were made to the Law on Citizenship
of the Russian Federation tightening the rules for obtaining Russian citizenship. As a result, economic stagnation in
Abkhazia accompanied by an increased threat to the security of the republic led to an exodus of some repatriates to
Turkey. Upon arrival in the diaspora, they became involved in local political life and tried to better inform Turkish society
about the situation in Abkhazia. Individuals were involved in the work of the Repatriation Committee, which aimed to
improve the living conditions of people who returned to the diaspora [13, pp. 132—133].

In the early 2000s, stagnation in the repatriation process was replaced by a revitalization of diaspora ties with the
homeland, which caused a new influx of repatriates to Abkhazia. Compared to those who had arrived in the republic
earlier, new repatriates were in a better position: for example, they enjoyed the right to settle in two or more settlements,
free movement from the diaspora to the homeland and back. This created favorable conditions for establishing business
in Abkhazia where post-conflict living conditions have also significantly improved. In general, however, the problem of
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adaptation of repatriates in their homeland remained acute: state policy was needed to solve the everyday problems of
ethnic compatriots who had arrived in the Republic.

A difficult barrier in the adaptation process was the lack of knowledge of the Abkhaz language on the part of many
young repatriates. As a result, they had difficulties finding employment and setting up business in their homeland. To help
solve the problems of adaptation, with the support of the World Abkhaz-Abazian Congress and the State Committee on
Repatriation, the Adaptation House of Returnees was established where a language school also functioned. There they
discussed the living conditions of returnees and organized courses for them to learn the Abkhazian language [14, p. 29].

Along with language problems, repatriates faced difficulties in acquiring housing (permanent or rented), finding a job,
setting up their own business due to the lack of production and trade facilities. Repatriates had little understanding of
local politics, their participation in the political life of Abkhazia was largely determined by the level of language skills.
During elections repatriates supported different parties, but as a rule, their preferences were given to nationalist parties.
Repatriates tried to understand local and regional politics in order to keep abreast of developments in the Caucasus, and
after the visa regime for Turkish citizens was abolished in 2010, their mobility increased significantly. Through Internet
connections, returnees followed and participated in political debates around Abkhazia, seeking to realize their rights to
permanent residence in the republic through political activism.

Discussion and conclusion. Thus, repatriates from Turkey had to face many difficulties in their return to Abkhazia.
Some of them who spoke Abkhazian, or had mastered it in a relatively short period of time, adapted relatively easily
to local conditions. As for repatriates who did not have language skills, as well as those who did not have the means to
establish a business or buy housing there, the adaptation process took longer for them. However, gradually this part of
the repatriates acquired the necessary skills, established new connections, mastered forms and methods of economic
management, which made it possible to fit into the local daily life. Ultimately, the new life practices, combined with
the old ones acquired in the diaspora in Turkey, played an important role in defining the new boundaries of repatriates’
existence, their socio-political, socio-economic and cultural anchoring in the historical homeland.
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