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Considering the opinion of a number of scientists, the revolutionary explosion in 1917 was not so
much a natural change of economic formations, as a form of resolving the most acute contradictions of Rus-
sian society in the socio-economic sphere. One of the main contradictions was the lag of Russia from indus-
trialized countries both in the direction of the development of technology and labor productivity and the gen-
eral culture of the population. It is justified that the development of infrastructure services sector during the
period of the planned economy contributed to economic growth and was important in solving the strategic
tasks of the country's economic development for the effective use of material and labor resources, since in-
sufficient level of its development is a significant deterrent to achieving economic growth, which requires
state policy strengthening in relation to infrastructure services sector. Objects of social and household infra-
structure create opportunities to meet both the biological needs of a person for creation of conditions for his
survival as a member of a social community, and from the point of view of his existence and realization as a
person. The formation of these minimal needs and the process of their implementation in relation to the So-
viet period are insufficiently studied, which is explained by certain socio-economic reasons, one of which is
disregard for the social needs of a person. The study of the socio-economic needs of the population, includ-
ing in the dynamics of its development, is necessary for the more complete understanding of the social policy
of the Soviet state, and determining the degree of its influence on the daily life of the people.

Key words: social sphere, income of the population, the presence of imbalances, socio-economic situ-
ation, essential commodities.

[M.K. Oxuoeea, H.I. Kabepmbi, A.B. Texoe Ycnyru counanbHOW MHPaACTPYKTypbl Kak dpakTop pas-
BUTUA 3KOHOMUKM KOxXHOM OceTunm B nepuod nNnaHOBO-agMWHUCTPATUBHOW CUCTEMbl XO3AMCTBOBa-
HUA|

YuntelBasg MHeEHVE psfa YYeHbIX, PEBOMOLMOHHBLIN B3pbIB B 1917 T. Bbln HE CTOMNBKO 3aKOHOMEPHOW
CMEHOWN 3KOHOMMYECKMX hopMaLni, CKOSTbKO hOPMO paspeLleHns OCTPenLWnX NpoTMBOPEYMIn POCCUNCKOro
obuwectBa B coumnanbHO-akoHoMU4Yeckon cdepe. OAHMM M3 OCHOBHbIX MPOTMBOPEYUN ObiNo OTCTaBaHue
Poccum oT nHaycTpuanbHO pasBUTbIX CTPaH Kak B HanpaBleHUW pasBUTUS TEXHOMOMN, Tak U NPOU3BOAU-
TenbHOCTU Tpyaa v obuwen KynbTypbl HaceneHusi. OGOCHOBBIBAETCS MONOXeEHNE, YTO pas3BuTne cdepbl NH-
pacTpyKTypHbIX YCNyr B NEpuMoA MiaHOBOW 3KOHOMMKM CMocobCTBOBario obecrneyeHnto 3KOHOMUYECKOro
pocTa U MMEeNO BaXHOE 3HAYEeHNe B pPeLLIEeHMM CTpaTermdecknx 3agad pasBmuTs 3KOHOMUKU CTpaHbl Ans ag-
(HEKTUBHOIO MCNONb30BaHUN MaTepuarnbHbIX U TPYAOBbIX PECYPCOB, NOCKOSbKY, HEAOCTAaTOUHbIN YPOBEHDb €€
pasBUTUSA ABNAETCH CYLLECTBEHHbIM CAEPXMBAKOLWMM (PAKTOPOM B AOCTUXKEHUN IKOHOMMUYECKOrO pocTa, a
310 TpebyeT ycuneHus rocygapCTBEHHOW MOMUTUKM MO OTHOLUEHMIO K cdepe UHPPaACTPYKTYPHbIX YChyr.
O6bexTbl coumanbHO-6bITOBON MHPACTPYKTYpbl CO34al0T BO3MOXHOCTU ANS YAOBMNETBOPEHUS kak Guorno-
rmyeckux noTpebHoCTen YenoBeka AN Co3AaHNs YCIOBUA €ro BbDKMBAHUS KakK YreHa coumanbHOn OOLLHO-

1 The article was prepared within the framework of the project No. 20-510-07003 of the Ministry of Education
and Science of the Republic of South Ossetia_a "The development of the agricultural sector as a factor of
improving the standard of living and migration attractiveness of the Republic of South Ossetia" supported by
the Russian Humanitarian Research Foundation.

CrtaTtbs noarotoBneHa B pamkax nogaepxaHHoro PIH® npoekta Ne 20-510-07003 MOH PHOO_a «Passutue

arpapHoro cektopa Kak paktopa MOBbILLEHUS YPOBHS XM3HWU M MUTPaALMOHHON NpuBrekaTensHocTn Pecny6-
nvkn KOxHasa OceTtusy.
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CTW, U C TOYKM 3PEHUS €r0 CYLLECTBOBaHWSA W peanu3aunm kak nM4HocTu. PopMUpoBaHue 3TUX MUHMMArb-
HbIX MOTPEGHOCTEN 1 MPOLLeCC UX peanusaun NPMMEHUTENIBHO K COBETCKOMY MEepUoAy U3ydeHbl HedocTa-
TOYHO NOAPOBHO, YTO OBBACHAETCA onpeneneHHbIMU CoLNanbHO—3KOHOMUYECKUMIN MPUYMHaMK, OQHON U3
KOTOPbIX SABNAETCA NpeHeGpexeHne K coumanbHbiM NoTpeBHOCTAM 4yernoseka. VccnenosaHve coumansbHo-
9KOHOMMYECKUX MOTPeGHOCTEN HaceneHus, B TOM YMCle B AUHAMUKe ee pasBUTUsA, Heobxoammo ansa Gonee
MOSIHOrO NOHUMAaHMWS CoLManbHOM NOMUTUMKM COBETCKOrO rocyaapcTBa, BbIACHEHUS CTEMEHW ero BNUAHUS Ha
NOBCEAHEBHYI0 XXM3Hb Hapoaa.

KniouyeBble crioBa: couunanbHaa cdepa, A0X0Abl HAaceneHus, Hanmume AUCNponopunii, coumansHo-
9KOHOMMYECKOE NOJIoXKEHME, TOBapbl NEPBON HEOOXOAUMOCTH.
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Lxuoesa VMpuHa KoHcmaHmuHoeHa — kaHOUOam 3KOHOMUYECKUX Hayk, doueHm, KOz2o-OcemuHcKkul 2ocy-
OapcmeeHHbIl yHusepcumem, e. Lixunsarsn, Pecnybniuka FOxHas Ocemusi.

Kobepmu Hodap aspunosuy — kaHOudam 3KOHOMUYEeCcKuX Hayk, doueHm, Cesepo-OcemuHckuli eocydap-
cmeeHHbIl yHusepcumem, 2. Bnadukaekas, Pecrniybnuka CeeepHasi Ocemusi, Pocculickasi ®edepayusi.
Texoe Anbbepm Bacumnbesu4y — kaHOUOam 3KOHOMUYECKUX Hayk, doueHm, FKOzo-OcemuHckuli eocydap-
cmeeHHsbIl yHusepcumem, 2. LixuHean, Pecrnybnuka KOxHas Ocemus.

The impact of the social sphere on the effectiveness of the entire reproduction pro-
cess is essential for economic science and practice. This can be explained by the fact that
production and social infrastructure, contributing to the creation of a common productive
environment in a single reproduction activity, are of paramount importance in solving the
strategic tasks of developing the country's economy and effective usage of material and
labor resources. At the same time, it is important to balance the development of basic
production and infrastructure, both production and social. The development of the econo-
my of the study period shows that if the growth of main production is not supported by the
expansion of all components of infrastructure, deceleration of scientific and technological
progress, a decrease in the efficiency of capital investments, a drop in output and a de-
crease in the standard of living of the country's population begin [1, p. 35].

As is known, in the first post-war years, the main way to increase real incomes of
the population was a systematic decrease in state consumer prices, while the real level
of incomes of all segments of the population, including those with fixed monetary in-
comes, increased, the purchasing power of the ruble strengthened.

On September 1, 1957, the tax-free minimum income was increased from 250 to
370 rubles per month [14]. In general, wages of workers and employees had increased
by 30% [25]. Over the next four years, the poor were completely exempt from taxation
[12]. Since the first half of the 1980°, the consumption fund had not provided the neces-
sary level of average wages and the corresponding to it wage fund. The consequence of
this was an equalization, when differences in the earnings of workers turned out to be
less than differences in their work. This inevitably led to a drop in interest, the employee
became estranged not only from the means of production, but also from the results and
the process of work itself.

In the eighth, and especially ninth, five-year plans, regular centralized measures
were carried out to increase wages, associated with the introduction of a minimum of 70
rubles per month. From 1965 to 1970, the average monthly wage increased significantly
— by 22% in Georgia and by 13% in South Ossetia and amounted to 96.5 rubles [3, p.
244].
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In 1976, the average monthly wage growth was 19% in Georgia, and in South
Ossetia — 2.6%. The highest level of average monthly wages was observed in 1979,
when its value reached 196,1 rubles in Georgia, 134 rubles in South Ossetia. This is
not only the evidence of a rapid increase in this standard of living of the population,
but also of the structural features of the employed labor resources of the region
mentioned above. The faster growth of real incomes of the population of South Os-
setia in relation to the republican indicators is also noteworthy. The largest upswing
is observed in 1975 compared to 1965: in South Ossetia — 226%, in Georgia —
160%. In the future, in the 70%, the growth of real incomes of the population of
South Ossetia was more stable and closer on the pace to the indicators of Georgia.
In 1978-1979 in Georgia 119 and 117%, in South Ossetia, respectively, 110 and
112% [17, p. 89; 3, p. 244].

In the analyzed period, according to the regional statistical office of the South
Ossetian Autonomous Region, the total population was over one hundred thousand
people. In working age, there were more than fifty percent of the population (in 1980 —
51.45 thousand people, and in 1988, respectively, 52.4 thousand people), in 1988,
there were 27.7 thousand children under 15 years old in the region, only 16.5 thou-
sand people older than working age.

Table 1
Availability and employment of labour resources
South Ossetian Autonomous Okrug (people)*

Growth rate in
Indicators 1975 1980 1988 ()
1980 1988
1975 1980
labour resources taklng into ac- 5082 52957 54252 104.2 102.4
1. | count the push-pull migration 7
3276
7
Employed in the public econo- 36020 39083 106.0 108.5
my:
2. | a) in the material production 2367 25186 26631 106.4 105.7
sectors 4
b) in non-production sectors 10834 12452 1073 114.9
1009
3
3. | Fultime studentsaged 0and | 5477 | 6176 | 6122 | 1128 | 99.1
4. Employed in h_Ol_JsehoId and 1158 10761 9047 929 84.1
personal subsidiary farms 3

The table is compiled according to the regional statistical office of the South Ossetian Autonomous
Region

Labour resources growth declined by 2.2 percent in 1988 compared to 1980 (Ta-
ble 1). The largest number of workers, 26,631 people, was concentrated in the materi-
al production sectors, 12,452 people in the non-production sectors, 9047 people were
employed in household and personal subsidiary farms.

One thousand eight hundred and twenty people graduated from Vocational Tech-
nical Schools. In South Ossetia, the system of vocational technical education began to
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be introduced much later than in Russia and did not last long. In 1991, they ceased to
exist.

The growth of specialists in the national economy had also led to changes in their
distribution among industries. The analysis of these trends reveals the following features:
the number of engineers increased at the fastest pace during the study period. In 1975,
1021 people were employed in the national economic complex of South Ossetia, and in
1985 — 3250 people. During the same period, the number of economists increased by 1.8
times, 1.6 times — agronomists, livestock experts, veterinarians and foresters, 1.8 times —
doctors and other specialists. At the same time, the number of personnel who received
vocational secondary education was growing. This made it possible in industry as a whole
to increase the number of skilled workers during this period by 2.5 times, in agriculture by
1.8 times, in the sectors of non-material production by 1.5 times [17, pp. 75-78].

This trend towards the growth of specialists with higher and secondary education
suggested the need to take it into account in the near term when developing a scientifical-
ly based concept of economic and social development of the entire region.

In order to replenish personnel in agricultural production, a correspondence branch
of the Thilisi Agricultural Institute functioned in Tskhinvali, with a contingent of 297 stu-
dents. The existence of such a form of education played a great role, since during this pe-
riod there were only 19 agronomists and livestock technicians with higher education and
113 people with secondary specialized education in agriculture. Moreover, in all collective
farms of the Dzhavskii region during this period there was neither specialists with higher
nor with secondary specialized education [23 p. 78,135]. The number of specialists with
higher and secondary specialized education, employed in the national economy of South
Ossetia in 1970 was 6 thousand people, in Abkhazia — 25.1 thousand people, and in Ad-
jara — 198 thousand. Among them there were 3.7 thousand people with higher education
in South Ossetia, 12.8 thousand people in Abkhazia, 10.2 thousand people in Adjara.
Among 3.7 thousand people with higher education there were 324 engineers, 221 agron-
omists, 107 economists, 164 specialists of other specialties. The number of doctors of all
specialties in South Ossetia in 1940 was 66, and in 1965 — 196 people. In the 80" year,
the number of doctors reached 549 people, and the number of average medical personnel
— 1370 people [17, p. 111].

In the study period, a relatively small decrease in the number of employees was not-
ed in the complex of industries combining housing and public services and non-production
types of consumer services. The number of people engaged in health care, education, cul-
ture, art had noticeably increased. In 1988, 3.4 million rubles were allocated for the devel-
opment of the non-production sector for South Ossetia. The average monthly wage of
workers and employees in the region was 160.3 rubles, compared to 148.2 rubles in 1985
[16].

The most important characteristic of living standards is the growth of consumer
consumption, which is largely reflected in the indicators of retail trade.

During the study period, trade indicators improved significantly. The volume of
retail turnover of state and cooperative trade for 1960-1970 was increased by 18.8
million rubles. The area of sales outlets in 1970 was 14,783 square meters [20, p.
93]. The retail turnover in South Ossetia by the end of the study period was 400 ru-
bles (225 rubles less than the average in Georgia).

The average annual number of retail and public service workers reached 869 in
1960, and 1821 in 1970 [24]. However, the increase in retail turnover did not reach the
full realization of monetary resources. As a result, plans for public bank deposits were
significantly exceeded. The proportions between deposits and inventories changed in
favor of the former. In 1988, the population of South Ossetia contributed 12.5 million
rubles to Sberbank institutions, or 12.4% more than in 1985 [16].
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Deposits of the population in South Ossetia had exceeded inventories by 3.3
times by the end of 1970. The absolute value of the average deposit in South Os-
setia was 1350 rubles, in Georgia — 1625 rubles, in the former USSR — 1029 ru-
bles [26]. However, given the scarcity of some essential goods in the 1970%, the
prevalence of cash stocks over inventories was not normal. During 1975-1985, the
growth of retail turnover increased almost doubled in South Ossetia (Table 2).

Table 2
Retail turnover of state and cooperative trade (including catering)
Distribution of total retail turnover
state and retail turnover trade in cities
Total retail cooperative trade | trade and catering and rural areas
turnover ,
. retail
state | cooperative . . .
turnover |catering |in cities |in rural areas
trade trade
trade
1970 39.9 212 |18.7 35.0 4.5 21.2 18.7
1975 54.8 312 |23.6 48.5 6.3 39.2 15.6
1980 64.2 378 |26.4 56.5 7.7 48.1 16.1
1985 75.6 45.7 [29.9 66.7 8.9 56.9 18.7

Compiled by [26, p. 95; 17, p. 101,]

During the study period the total volume of trade turnover was dominated by state
trade, the growth rate of which was ahead of the increase in trade turnover of coopera-
tion. The share of catering almost doubled, but remained low, not reaching 10%. The to-
tal volume of trade turnover was dominated by urban trade, the share of which had ex-
ceeded the rural one by almost 3.5 times by the end of the study period.

Retail turnover per capita in South Ossetia was relatively low compared to Georgia,
where it amounted to 665 rubles per year. The reason for this low indicator is that the
rural population of South Ossetia covered part of the food needs from income from per-
sonal subsidiary farms. In addition, trade shortages affected. Insufficiently studied de-
mand and the presence of imbalances in the structure of trade turnover did not allow to
fully realize monetary income. As a result, the plans for deposits of the population to
savings banks were significantly exceeded, the proportions between deposits and in-
ventories changed in favor of the former [25]. This phenomenon is also characteristic of
South Ossetia. The number of deposits in the savings banks of South Ossetia in 1970
was 30,100, and in 1985 — 58,800, that is, increased by 28,700. The number of deposits
was 26630 thousand rubles in 1970 and 114897 thousand rubles in 1985. The average
amount of deposits over these years increased from 884 to 1954 rubles [26, p. 94],
which is generally more than in Georgia.

The important indicator for assessing the development of trade is the structure of
trade turnover, the ratio of food and non-food products in it (Table 3).

The given data indicate that there were practically no progressive changes in the
structure of the trade turnover, more than that, in 1970 the share of non-food products
was 1% higher than the final result.
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Table 3

Ratio of food products to non-food in the total volume of trade of the state
and cooperative trade, including catering (%)*

1970 1975 1980 1985
All products 100 100 100 100
including:
food products 44 48 46 45
non-food products 56 52 54 55

Compiled by [17, p.95]

Consumer services were not at the proper level. In 1965, the number of enterpris-
es, including ateliers was 114, and in 1970 — 175, but more than 90% of them were
small enterprises; only 8 large consumer services facilities functioned in South Ossetia
as a whole and 4 of them were in the city of Tskhinvali. The volume of sale of consum-
er services to the population in 1965 amounted to 408 thousand rubles, and it had
reached 964 thousand rubles by 1970 year, 608 people [2] had been working in this ar-
ea by the end of the eighth five-year plan. In rural areas, consumer services began to
operate only by the end of the eighth five-year plan and the service was at a very low
level, but again, everything depended on the financial capabilities of the region.

The number of consumer service enterprises had amounted to 210 by 1985. Among
them there were 135 enterprises in rural areas. The volume of sale of consumer services
to the population in 1985 reached 2824 thousand rubles (in comparable prices in 1981),
that is twice as much as in 1970. The average annual number of workers in this area was
1,050 people, but this branch of the social sphere lagged behind the needs of the popula-
tion and still needed significant improvement.
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